
05/02/2014 

 

TO: Officer Danny Wade 

       Hoover Animal Control 

 

FROM: Bo Crawford 

 

RE: White Male Akita at **** James Hill Terrace 

 

 

Animal Description 

 

White Male Akita named ‘Akio’ located at **** James Hill Terrace. Animal is owned by 
Jay Brothers and Marina Celio. Weight estimate: 100 lbs. Approximately 3 years old. 
(Photo 1). 

 

Complaint Summary 

 

 My neighbors own a dangerous Akita, whom I have personally witnessed engage in five 
dog fights. 

 I have seen evidence other dog fights, in addition to the five personally witnessed. 

 My dog was viciously attacked with significant injury. 

 The dog's aggression is escalating. 

 The owners do not show adequate amount of concern in controlling the dog or taking 
corrective actions that an ordinarily prudent person would take in similar circumstances. 

 The dog has a history of escaping. 

 I cannot enjoy my property out of concern for safety.  

 If we do not intervene with preventative action now, a pet or child will be killed or a 
person maimed.   

 

Timeline  

(dates approximate.)  

 

April 2013, Husky Attack: A couple was walking their two huskies with their newborn infant in 
stroller. The Akita charged out of front door of **** and attacked one of the huskies. The much 
larger akita pinned the husky down with both paws and snapped at her back. Husky yelped 
violently while this occurred. The commotion and chaos of fight with large attacking dog, 
panicked husky, startled husky, and tangled leashed placed the infant in stroller in jeopardy 
from stroller being knocked over. Marina Celio, Jay Brothers, and I separated the dogs.  



 

Inspection of victim dog revealed no deep puncture wounds. The husky owners did not contact 
animal control because the owners indicated extreme remorse and assurance of taking 
corrective actions.  

 

I informed owners that the incident was Akio’s ‘one chance’. Meaning, they could never claim 
they were unaware of the animal’s aggression. I had already urged them to have the dog 
neutered many times, but now urged them even more strongly.  

 

I am in process of locating husky owners so that they can provide first hand statement. 

 

April 2013, German Shepherd Attack #1 – Kathryn Stanton Hamid, aka ‘KC’ and I were 
walking our dogs, Beau the German Shepherd and Jake the black lab respectively, on sidewalk 
of James Hill Terrace. Akio the Akita jumped through ground floor window of 3741 residence, 
knocking out window screen in process, and charged Beau the German Shepherd. Intense dog 
fight ensued. (Photo 2.)  

 

The fight ended up in my yard and front flower bed located at **** James Hill Terrace. This was 
much more intense fight than husky fight, as the Akita would not quit. Took efforts of multiple 
people to separate the dogs. I sustained minor bite injury to right ring finger during efforts to 
separate the dogs.  

 

May 2013, Black Lab Attack #1 – I was playing fetch with my black lab named Jake, and a 
golden retriever named Bear. Without warning or provocation, Akio attacked Jake, pinning him 
to the ground with stomach turned up. There were no puncture wounds. (Photo 3) 

 

At this point I would like to comment on why I did not file Animal Control complaint at that time. 
These were my first experiences with the Akita breed, and I proceeded on two assumptions that 
I now know to be false.  

 

At this point I had witnessed Akio attack three dogs. Although the snarling and snapping looked 
terrifying, there were no deep puncture wounds to the victims. I stupidly assumed that Akio was 
expressing bite control, and therefore also assumed that the fights looked worse than they 
actually were.  

 

The owners also expressed extreme concern with the dog’s behavior, and indicated they would 
take corrective actions, including having the dog neutered and trained. Basically, I did not 
consider this was merely lip service or that they would not make good on their pledge to give the 
situation their utmost attention and concern.  

 

May 2013, German Shepherd Attack #2 – In backyard of my house Akio attacked KC Hamid’s 
German Shepherd, Beau. I did not witness the fight start, but both Kathryn and Marina indicated 
that the Akita attacked the victim without provocation. The Akita breed is known for attacking 
without the warning signals other breeds give, and these attacks fit with that MO.  



 

After the fight was over, The German Shepherd yelped and cried for a very long time, but no 
deep puncture wounds were found. 

 

The Akita sustained puncture wounds and was taken to the Vet.  

 

There was commentary that they did not know what ‘set Akio off’, or why he attacked in this 
situation. Earlier in the evening the animal was wearing a muzzle while in the presence of the 
German Shepherd. I do not know why it was taken off, but obviously the owners felt there was a 
low risk of attack. 

 

June 2013, German Shepherd Attack #3 – I did not personally witness this attack, only saw 
evidence of violence. One day I noticed Akio had a large ‘cone of shame’ and an injury on his 
snout. I inquired what happened, and was told that he attacked Beau the German Shepherd a 
third time while inside the residence at 3741 James Hill Terrace. Both dog owners indicated that 
the Akita instigated the attack. (Photo 4) 

 

Various Times – Without noting specific dates, I should note that Akio is frequently found 
roaming free. Sometimes, I will find him waiting on the other side of the gate waiting to get in my 
back yard and play with Jake. Sometimes he will see me and/or Jake in the yard and come over 
to great us. At the time these lapses did not bother me, because during this time stretch he was 
friendly to me and Jake. (Photo 5) 

 

April 23, 2014, Black Lab Attack #2 – Jake the lab accompanied me while I worked in my 
yard. Marina Celio was in her backyard with her dogs. Jake whined, indicating that he wanted to 
play with the other dogs. I ask Marina if she felt it was safe for him to enter her backyard, and 
she assured me it was. Therefore, we agreed to let Jake in her back yard to play with the dogs.  

 

These dogs have been socialized around each other, and had not had an incident with each 
other in a year (that I am aware of.) Therefore, in a decision I will always regret, I felt the risks 
were minimal and asked for Jake to be allowed to be play with her dogs. Again, I was assured 
that it would be safe. However, I have witnessed with my own eyes that the dog was 
unpredictable. Therefore, I have no excuse for putting my dog in that position, and have deep 
regrets about this. 

 

I was on the other side of the fence, and did not witness the initial attack. I heard Marina yelling, 
and ran into the back yard to find the most violent dog attack I’ve ever seen. This was much 
more violent than anything I’d seen in my life.  

 

The Akita had my dog locked in a bite on its back and was violently shaking his head. It was 
awful.  There was no bite control—the Akita ‘went wild’, and would have mauled my dog to 
death had we not been there. 

 



I pulled the Akita by his back legs, as is the recommended technique for breaking up dog fights. 
But it had no positive effect. The dog did not release his grip on Jake and literally pulled yelping 
Jake across the yard with him. 

 

Jay Brothers heard the commotion and joined Marina and I in the yard. Jay, Marina and I tried to 
pinch his jaws and pull his mouth apart so that he would release Jake. All three of us working 
together were unable to make him budge.  

 

I then tried to strangle the dog. But I wimped out and was unable to kill the dog with my bare 
hands.  

 

When people tell stories like this frequently say, ‘it seemed like minutes’. Well, this fight actually 
did last minutes. It went on and on and on.  

 

Jay held Akio’s head still in an effort to keep him from shaking and causing further damage to 
Jake. I got the garden hose and began squirting Akio in the face, as this is another technique I 
had read about. This had no effect on the dog, but, instead, caused Jay to loosen his grip on the 
dog, and he was able to pull out of the head lock and shake his head again.  

 

For some reason, that moment has stuck in my mind as the worst moment of the dog fight. 
Jake’s skin had now been ripped from his connective tissue. Behind Jake’s yelping and Jay’s 
yelling and Akio’s growling, the sound of Akio’s flapping Jake’s skin back and forth haunts my 
ears.  

 

I ran to my garage and looked for some tool that we might use to pry Akio’s mouth open. 
Unfortunately, I do now own a crow-bar. I grabbed a broom and returned to the back yard. I 
could not fit the broom handle in Akio’s mouth without crushing Marina’s fingers. But if Jay or 
Marina stopped pulling his jaws apart even for a minute, he would have clamped down harder 
with scissor like effect.  

 

I asked Jay if he wanted me to shoot the dog. I could not think of any other options. I had to ask 
him several times before I got an answer. He finally replied, “What? No!” 

 

I returned to my garage to search for something that might work as a crow bar. I heard change 
in the sound and returned to find the fight had ended.  

 

Later, we were standing on my back porch and were all shaken up. Marina had bite marks on 
her arms from Jake reflexively snapping back towards his attacker. I don’t know if Jay and 
Marina realize the danger they were in, but for the duration of the fight they put their own bodies 
in harm’s way by being in middle of the intense dog fight.  

 

Marina said something about her Chihuahua, Cody, barking and Jay yelling being the reason 
the fight was so hard to break up. I disagreed. The hero of the fight is Jay. In the end he had the 



courage to do what I couldn’t, and put his dog in a choke hold and choke him until he blacked 
out. That is what stopped the fight.  

 

I will always wonder if what happened next was caused by the dog fight, or was just an unlucky 
coincidence.  

 

My breathing became labored and I began to wheeze. I used my Albuterol inhaler, which should 
have cleared it right up. But my breathing it did not improve—it got worse. Marina, a nurse, 
looked in my throat and said it was swelling. That is when it occurred to me that I was having an 
allergic reaction to an antibiotic I had been taking, Bactrim DS.  

 

I believe the dog fight was the catalyst that caused the reaction, but not the cause. Regardless, 
the dog fight contributed to a life threatening situation.  

 

Jake had surgery to be sutured and to have drainage tubes put in. He will make a full recovery 
physically. He still shakes and trembles unlike he ever has before. Unknown if trauma will be 
temporary or permanent. Unfortunately, he is more skittish now. This makes him higher risk to 
snap, and will affect his quality of life moving forward. (Photos 5,6, 7, 8, 9)  

 

Conclusions 

 

 Given the attack on April 23, 2014, there can be no denying that the owners are unable 
to maintain control of the dog.  

 The incidences show a clear pattern of aggressive attacks, increasing in severity. 

 The dog frequently roams free.  

 The owners show a consistent pattern of underestimating dangers to others, and of 
failing to take appropriate corrective actions, as an ordinary prudent person would in 
their shoes. 

 The owners have been inept in handling increased responsibility required for large 
aggressive breeds.  

 The owners are exposing me and my family to dangers that prevent us from freely 
enjoying our property. 

 The dog is extremely dangerous and mutilates. It is simply not safe. 

 

At this point, I would like point out that the owners have in their possession a second Akita 
puppy. Apparently the breeder has retained some ownership the dog.  

 

I would also like to point out that Ross Bridge Homeowner Association covenants 6.21 states, 
“…not more than two (2) dogs or cats (or combination of one dog and one cat) may be kept and 
maintained on a Lot or Dwelling.” The owner has three dogs and numerous cats at his 
residence, and has breached contract.   

 



Remedies 

 

I am seeking the following solutions from Hoover Animal Control and Magistrate.  

 

 Animal Control to immediately take possession of Akio the Akita until owners can 
respond to allegations. 

 Animal Control to take into possession the Akita puppy, so that its chip may be scanned 
, the majority owners can be made aware of these allegations and determine whether he 
or she wants Jay and Marina to maintain possession of his or her property. 

 Upon validation of these allegations, Akio the Akita to be euthanized.  

 Court order for Jay Brothers to comply with covenants, and reduce total pets in 
residence to two. 

 Court order barring Jay Brothers and/or Marina Ceilo from acquiring animals over 80 lbs, 
or breeds known for aggression, such as Pit Bulls, Rottweiler’s, Chows, etc. 

 

In closing, I would like to state that most if not all the allegations made in this complaint can and 
will be corroborated. I consider myself an amateur dog owner, and nothing more. However, I 
can provide statements from the owners of German Shepherd, Dobermen Pinchers, and Pit 
Bulls that I have worked with in the last year. Their owners can testify to my comfort and 
familiarity with large breed dogs known for protection. I can also provide references from many 
veterinarians as to my knowledge level. 

 

In short, I do not make these allegations lightly, and would not do so now unless I felt it was of 
the utmost importance.  

 

Thank You, 

 

 

 

Bo Crawford 

**** James Hill Terrace 

Hoover, AL 35226 

205.601.2620 

 

  



 

PHOTOS 

 

 

Photo 1. Akio the Akita with unknown injury.  

 



 

Photo 2: Complainant Bo Crawford with Jake the lab and Beau the German Shepherd. Location: 
Back yard of 3745 James Hill Terrace.  

 

 



 

Defendant Marina Cielo with victim Jake the Lab and Attacker Akio the Akita. They had a history 
of playing well together, but Akio would ‘snap’ at unexpected times.  

 

 

 



 

Photo 4: Akio sustained puncture wounds that required treatment. Complainant did not witness 
actual fight. However, he took the picture personally, and obviously sees evidence of violent 
incident.  

 



 

Photo 5: Akio the Akita is frequently seen roaming the neighborhood, and will frequently visit my 
residence. On this day, he came to visit me and my son shooting basketball. I now fear the dog 
making unscheduled, off leash visits like this. Especially around my children, or my already 
injured pet. 

 

Akitas are known to be hard to train. One of the reasons is that their facial expressions and 
sounds do not hint what they are thinking the way other breeds do. Akitas look happy and 
content even when they are not. This is one reason it is reported that they ‘just snap out of the 
blue’.  

 

Akitas are an unfamiliar breed to many. Akio has been called the ‘White German Shepherd’ or 
the ‘White Husky’.  

 

 



 

Photo 6: Akio the Akita pictured with his owners. During the April 23, 2014 attack, the 
compliantent and defendants were unable to control the dog at all, despite desperate efforts. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Photo 7: Victim post-surgery. Notice drainage tubes due to vacant space underneath from skin 
being ripped up. 

 

 



 

Photo 8: Another shot of injury. 

 

  



 

 

Photo 9: Jake recovering at home. His has nervous tremors now that he’s never had before. I 
fear he will never be the same dog. If I am unable to provide him a safe environment, I will have 
to give him up. The fence separating him and the Akitas is not adequate protection. I am scared 
to let him stay in the backyard now. 


